Ref № 01-182/10.06.2014

To:
Dr. Petar Stoyanovich, 
Minister of Culture

Dear Minister,

We reach out to you as the person representing and responsible for everything connected with Bulgarian culture.  

On the 09.06.14 at a meeting of the National Cinema Council we have adopted unanimously the following statement:  

We think the authors of the film Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service presented one-sidedly and incorrectly the situation in the country, speculating with such concepts as "democracy", "freedom of speech", "censorship", “mistreatment” on the part of the institutions, in the information provided by them to European Audiovisual Entrepreneurs (EAVE) and European Documentary Network (EDN).

The letters published on 02.06.14 from Mrs. Kristina Trapp, CEO of EAVE (http://eave.org/news/eave-in-support-of-bulgarian-filmmakers/) and from EDN (http://www.edn.dk/news/news-story/article/edn-expresses-support-to-bulgarian-documentary-makers-being-threatened-and-harassed/?txttnews%5BbackPid%5D=138&cHash=  06f72bceab8174e9d868flf0dcb5140c) with personal statement of its director Paul Pauwels, followed by letter from Cineuropa (http://www.cineuropa.org/nw.aspx?t=newsdetail&l=en&did=258379) on 05.06.14, show Bulgaria in a very negative light.

Censorship and mistreatment on the part of the institutions are not appropriate words, given that the project was supported for development from the Bulgarian National Film Center, co-produced by Bulgarian National Television, participated in the National Festival for Non-feature Film Golden Rhyton, was screened in several cinema theatres from November 2013 to present and was nominated from Bulgarian Film Academy for Best Director of Documentary.

The authors/producers have a private legal argument with the copyright holders on used parts of films and that is a matter that only the Bulgarian Court is entitled to settle. 

The fact that Filmautor, as an organization for collective management of rights under art.40 of the Bulgarian Copyright and Neighboring Rights Act, has cancelled the contract with them at the request of copyright holders (heirs of Donio Donev and Todor Dinov), which is their legal right under art.15, par.1; p. 5 and 8 of Bulgarian Copyright and Neighboring Rights Act, is not interference, censorship, nor pressure on the part of the institutions. 

The fact that Bulgarian National Television refuses to broadcast the film stems from the circumstance that after the cancellation of the contract between Filmautor and the film producers, the used fragments of Donio Donev’s and Todor Dinov’s films are with unsettled copyright issues and under art.9 of the Law for the Radio and Television, BNT is not allowed to broadcast it. That is a matter of obeying the law. 

As for the circumstances, related to the nominations for annual Bulgarian Film Academy awards – the Academy is a civil society, where Bulgarian institutions have no legal right to interfere or to exert pressure.

Dear Minister,

I call upon you with a request on behalf of the National Cinema Council, and in the name of the Bulgarian state, to ask the directors of EAVE, EDN and Cineuropa to remove from their Internet pages these totally incorrect publications, discrediting the Bulgarian institutions. 

Sincerely Yours,

Ivan Georgiev-Getz



Georgy Cholakov

Co-chairmen




Executive Director

Enclosures (3)

1. The publication on the website of EAVE

2. The publication on the website of ЕDN

3. The publication on the website of Cineuropa

Enclosure 1
http://eave.orq/news/eave-in-support-of-bulqahan-filmmakers/

EAVE in support of Bulgarian filmmakers

EAVE joins EDN to fully support Mina Mileva and Vesela Kazakova, the team behind the documentary Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service and urges Bulgarian authorities to stop the threatening and harassing campaign against them and their film.

In Bulgaria the film, Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service, about one of Bulgarians most treasured animation directors and his relationship with the former Bulgarian secret service, has been a major audience success. The film has managed to draw large numbers of Bulgarians to their local cinemas for screenings. But despite this the filmmakers have received harsh criticism, and — in some cases — harassment — both from institutions and colleagues, who should serve to protect and encourage filmmakers such as the team behind Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service. Despite their recent nominations by the Film Academy for the award as best director and best film, they were cut out of the race without any legitimate explanation. 

Along the same lines, their co-producer, the national TV, has also withdrawn support from the film.

Uncle Tony or Anthony Trayanov worked as an animator in collaboration with caricaturist and secret service informer Donio Donev. The director/producer team states: "Donio Donev is perhaps the best known name of Bulgarian cinema but he was also an informer for the Secret Service whose dossier was made public when he applied to become an MP in 2003. While this isn't a secret to anybody his relatives are still powerful enough to be able to influence institutions and demand this film to be banned."

EDN director Paul Pauwels states: "I am horrified to see how Mrs Mileva and Mrs Kazakova are being mistreated and abandoned by people and institutions that should be honoured to support them in their fight for democracy and free speech, but in stead allow themselves to be used as pawns in a disgraceful game of destruction. 

The currect situation is seriously threatening the psychical health of both Mrs Mileva and Mrs Kazakova. EDN will use all the means at its disposal to bring the news about this shameful situation to the social, political, and cultural circles in Europe, asking them to take action."

EAVE supports the protests against the harassment of its graduates Mina Mileva and Vezela Kazakova (activist38), the directors and producers of the film 'Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service' and encourages members, fellow filmmakers and colleagues to show their support for freedom of expression so that the threats against our friends will finally be stopped.

You can follow the situtation on https://www.facebook.com/supportfreedomofexpression
Enclosure 2
(http://www.edn.dk/news/news-story/article/edn-expresses-support-to-bulgarian-documentary-makers-being-threatened-and-harassed/?txttnews%5BbackPid%5D=138&cHash=  06f72bceab8174e9d868flf0dcb5140c)
EDN expresses support to Bulgarian documentary makers being threatened and harassed

02.06.2014

EDN is expressing our full support to Mina Mileva and Vesela Kazakova, the team behind the documentary Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service. EDN also urges Bulgarian authorities to stop the threatening and harassing campaign against them and their film.




Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service is a documentary about one of Bulgaria's most treasured animation directors and his relationship with the former Bulgarian secret service. The documentary has been a major audience success. In November 2013 it was released theatrically in Sofia and at present date the film still runs in the cinemas. 

Despite the success in cinemas, the two directors of the film, Mina Mileva and Vesela Kazakova, have been subject to harsh criticism, and in some cases harassment, both from institutions and colleagues, who should serve to protect and encourage filmmakers. Despite their recent nominations by the Film Academy for the national Bulgarian film awards, they were cut out of the race without any legimate explanation. Along the same lines the Bulgarian national TV, which co-produced the film, has also withdrawn support from the film.  

 In letters addressed to several leading media institutions in Bulgaria EDN Director Paul Pauwels states:
“I understand that in spite of the obvious qualities of the production Uncle Tony and the success of the film during several public screenings, the team has now become the victim of harsh and defamatory criticism, physical attacks and mental abuse by several Bulgarian institutions and individuals. This is clearly an organized action. It is obvious that several parties are trying to physically and emotionally harm the producers/directors, purely for personal and/or political reasons. To achieve that goal, illegal actions are being conducted that in any state that calls itself democratic would cause on outcry and that place a mark of infamy on the face of Bulgarian society. 

I am horrified to notice how Mrs. Mileva and Mrs. Kazakova are being mistreated and abandoned by persons and institutions that should be honoured to support them in their fight for democracy and free speech but at the contrary allow themselves to be used as pawns in a disgraceful game of destruction. The current situation is seriously threatening the physical health of both Mrs. Kazakova and Mileva. EDN will use all the means at its disposal to bring the news about this shameful situation to the social, political and cultural circles in Europe, asking them to take action. 

I strongly appeal to you to use your influence to call a halt to these practices that remind us about a political system that in theory might have disappeared, but whose disgraceful practices still seem to be very much alive in Bulgaria.” 

 

EDN urges all Bulgarian authorities to stop the threatening and harassing campaign against Mina Mileva and Vesela Kazakova and their film. EDN is also encouraging all members, collaborators and colleagues to show support for Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service and the team behind the film. 

Further details about the situation with the film is available here. 

Here you can follow Uncle Tony, Three Fools, and the Secret Service at Facebook. 

Enclosure 3
hftp://www.cineuropa.orginw.aspx?t=newsdetail&I=en&did=258379
PEOPLE Bulgaria

Cineuropa joins EAVE and EDN to support Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service

by CINEUROPA

Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service, the documentary by Mina Mileva, produced by EAVE 2013 graduate Vesela Kazakova, has made unprecedented box-office takings in Bulgaria and brought a huge wave of controversy with it. The team behind the film is now facing threats from the Bulgarian authorities...

Cineuropa fully supports EAVE's statement below:

"EAVE joins EDN to fully support Mina Mileva and Vesela Kazakova, the team behind the documentary Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service, and urges Bulgarian authorities to stop the threatening and harassing campaign against them and their film.

In Bulgaria, the film Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service, about one of Bulgaria's most treasured animation directors and his relationship with the former Bulgarian Secret Service, has been a major audience success. The film has managed to draw large numbers of Bulgarians to their local cinemas for screenings. But despite this, the filmmakers have received harsh criticism, and in some cases harassment both from institutions and colleagues, who should serve to protect and encourage filmmakers such as the team behind Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service. Despite their recent nominations by the Film Academy for the awards for best director and best film, they were cut out of the race without any legitimate explanation. Along the same lines, their co producer, the national TV, has also withdrawn support from the film.

Uncle Tony, or Anthony Trayanov, worked as an animator in collaboration with cartoonist and Secret Service informer Donio Donev. The director/producer team states: "Donio Donev is perhaps the best-known name in Bulgarian cinema, but he was also an informer for the Secret Service whose dossier was made public when he applied to become an MP in 2003. While this isn't a secret to anybody, his relatives are still powerful enough to be able to influence institutions and demand this film to be banned."

EDN director Paul Pauwels states: "I am horrified to see how Mrs Mileva and Mrs Kazakova are being mistreated and abandoned by people and institutions that should be honored to support them in their fight for democracy and free speech, but instead allow themselves to be used as pawns in a disgraceful game of destruction. The current situation is seriously threatening the psychological health of both Mrs Mileva and Mrs Kazakova. EDN will use all the means at its disposal to bring the news about this shameful situation to the social, political and cultural circles in Europe, asking them to take action."

EAVE supports the protests against the harassment of its graduates Mina Mileva and Vezela Kazakova (activist38), the directors and producers of the film Uncle Tony, Three Fools and the Secret Service, and encourages members, fellow filmmakers and colleagues to show their support for freedom of expression so that the threats against our friends will finally be stopped."

